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come to a standstill, not a wheel would turn, and the
inhabitants would starve to death.
President Leguia of Peru said, in a recent conver-
sation with me:
"The Peruvians [and the Bolivians also] must
learn that the Indians are the most important people
in the country from an economic view-point. With-
out them nothing can be accomplished and the future
prosperity and progress of Peru [and Bolivia] will
depend largely upon the welfare of the Indians."
At present they are little more than slaves in the
countries they once owned and ruled. But they are
by no means lacking in intelligence, and, given prop-
er living conditions, fair treatment, an even chance
and an education, they are capable of rising to any
height, as is proved by the many famous and promi-
nent men of pure Indian blood in South America.
Among their numbers are'lawyers, artists, scientists,
generals, merchant princes, bankers, statesmen; men
of every calling and profession, even presidents of re-
publics, and it would not be at all surprising if ere
long descendants of the Incans should again rule the
lands where dwell the Children of the Sun.
In the foregoing chapter (Chapter XIV) I have
mentioned the musical talents of the Incan races, and,
have referred to the drama of Ollantay^ a classic of
the Indians, which has been copied and borrowed by
many of the modern composers.
Much of the Incan and pre-Incan music has never
been written or printed, but is played by the Indians
by ear. The favorite instrument of the present-day
Quichuas and Aimaras is the quena or Incan flute,